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Nothing can be more sublime than the notion of j
great supreme religious power, the representative o
God's eternal and immutable justice upon earth, abso
lutely above all passion or interest, interposing with th(
commanding voice of authority in the quarrels of king!
and nations, persuading peace by the unimpeachable
impartiality of its judgements, and even invested ir
power to enforce its unerring decrees. But the sub-
limity of the notion depends on the arbiter's absolute
exemption from the unextinguishable weaknesses oi
human nature. If the tribunal commands not unques-
tioning respect; if there be the slightest just suspicion
of partiality; if it goes beyond its lawful province; if it
has no power of compelling obedience; it adds but
another element to the general confusion; it is a
partisan enlisted on one side or the other, not a medi-
ator conciliating conflicting interests, or overawing the
collision of factions. Yet such was the Papal power in
these times: often, no doubt, on the side of justice and
humanity, too often on the other; -looking to the interests
of the Church alone, assumed, but assumed without
ground to be the same as those of Christendom and man-
kind ; the representative of fallible man rather than of
the infallible God. Ten years of strife and civil war in
Germany are to be traced, if not to the direct instiga-
tion, to the inflexible obstinacy of Pope Innocent III.

It was too much the interest of both parties to obtain
the influence of the Pope in theix favour, not to incline
them outwardly at least to submit their claims to his
investigation. But it was almost as certain that one
party at least would not abide by his unfavourable
decree: and however awful the power of excommuni-
cation with which there could be no doubt that the
Pope would endeavour to compel obedience, in no in-